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University branch Celebrates

Research Excellence

UTAS plays a vital role in advancing Oman’s research and innovation
landscape. We remain committed to strengthening the scientific
research ecosystem to support knowledge- and innovation-driven
development. Our focus is on fostering synergy among all key stake-
holders, with special emphasis on academic-industry collaboration,

which is increasingly reflected in numerous projects and studies. We

strive for research excellence that creates real impact across sectors.

The event featured a series of insightful presentations, including:

)  "Employing Artificial Intelligence in Scientific Research” by Dr.
Al-Saeed Al-Shami from SQU.

[ "The Importance of Scientific Research in International Indicators”
by Dr. Atika Al-Husseini.

)  "The Role of Interdisciplinary Studies in Enhancing Research Quali-

d

ty" by Dr. Ali Al-Manai from Sohar University.




D 34 internally funded research projects over the past two years, with a total fund-
ing of OMR 31,295.

[ 16 research projects funded through the MOHERI's performance-based institu-
tional funding program, totaling OMR 36,903.

) 91 peer-reviewed papers published in the last two years.
[} Hosted TAET 2024, a technical presentation in engineering and advanced technol-
ogy, in collaboration with the Research and Consultancy Department and IEEE Oman,

with student participation across university branches with 70 research.

) Awarded a strategic research grant in collaboration with the MOH worth OMR

24,000 for 2025.
“
P R e —
f‘ I
A —————————————

[ The PSC organized two research forums in the past two years.

[ Launched the "AVC’s Award" for the best research paper.

L !.f |!15".-F'ay



A panel titled “Emerging Trends in Scientific
Research and Their Role in National Develop-
ment” brought together distinguished academics
from SQU, Sohar University, and Al Bayan College.
The session explored opportunities and challeng-
es facing scientific research in Oman and high-
lighted the importance of linking academic

research with various economic sectors.

The accompanying exhibition showcased innova-
tive research projects from various colleges of
the university, including smart applications, engi-
neering designs, and tech prototypes. Visitors
expressed admiration for the students’ creativity
and the quality of research efforts, reflecting the
vibrant research culture within the university

campus.

Dr. Vanitha Mahadevan — Research Coordinator, College of Engineering

and Technology:

“The program was inspiring and reflected meticulous planning. The

lectures and contributions were highly professional.”

Dr. Sundaravadi Vazhagan - College of Computing and Information

Sciences:

“| felt proud to see my colleagues recognized for their research efforts.

Initiatives like this motivate us all to continue pursuing research and inno-

vation.”

A student from the College of Business Administration:

“It was a great opportunity to explore the scope of scientific research and

its real-world applications.”

(]
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Libraries in the Digital Revolution Era

University Speech:

The integration of Al tools in libraries marks a significant shift in
service delivery, revolutionizing user experience through intelli-
gent search systems that enable fast and accurate access to infor-
mation. This advancement contributes to greater user satisfaction
and improved performance. The adoption of automated catalogu-
ing and classification technologies enhances content organization
and retrieval, allowing library professionals to focus more on stra-

tegic initiatives and innovative projects.

Abou the Forum:

The forum featured several presentations, including:
D “The National Program for Artificial Intelligence
and Advanced Digital Technologies” by Mr. Hamdan
Mohammed Al Alawi, Director of Al Program Develop-
ment at the National Center for Space, Advanced

Technology, and Al

N “Ethics of Using Al in Scientific Research” by Dr.
Faten Fathi Hamad, Head of Information Studies at

Sultan Qaboos University.

D Case studies highlighting successful applications
of Al in libraries from Sultan Qaboos University, the
Ministry of Education, and Said bin Jubair Basic
Education School.

A panel discussion titled “Al Applications in Libraries
and Information Institutions” addressed current Al

usage, challenges faced, and opportunities for knowl-

edge-sharing initiatives among institutions.




The Forum Recommendation:

n Promote digital transformation in libraries by adopt-
ing comprehensive digital strategies.

Ninvest in human capital through training programs to
upskill library professionals.

N Strengthen knowledge collaboration by fostering
strategic partnerships between public and private sector
libraries and information centers.

D Launch national digitization initiatives to preserve
Oman'’s intellectual heritage and make it accessible for
future generations.

D Continue organizing specialized forums and confer-
ences to encourage research, idea exchange, and shape
future library visions.

D Attract national and international experts in digital
transformation to enhance institutional capacity for ongo-

ing innovation.

Participants Feedback:
B Dr. Munia Mohammed Al Farsi, DAVC for E-Systems and
Student Services at UTAS-Al Mussanah:

“the forum reflects the university’'s commitment to keep-
ing pace with rapid digital transformations and aligns with
its strategic vision of embedding digitalization as a core
pillar.:

B Mr. Abdulaziz Abdulrahman Al Abri, Head of the Infor-
mation Systems and Educational Technology Center at
UTAS-Al Mussanah:

“such forums provide a vital platform for experts and
professionals in the library and information sector to
exchange insights and explore innovative development
pathways.”

)] Ms. Halima Suleiman Al Balushi, Head of the Library
Department:

“this gathering supports efforts to envision the future of
libraries in an increasingly digital world and reinforces

ongoing initiatives to advance this essential sector.”

@
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Conference Importance:

This conference provides a global platform for exchanging ideas,
enhancing cooperation between academic and industrial sectors,
and supporting sustainable development efforts in line with Oman
Vision 2040. The importance of sustainable development is empha-
sized to protect the environment, ensure long-term economic
viability, and enhance resilience against contemporary challenges,
ensuring commitment to future generations.

Conference Topics:

The conference focuses on sustainable development in engineering
and technology, including innovations in data and computing tech-
nologies, communication and electronics systems, sustainable
energy systems, innovations in manufacturing and mechanical
engineering, and other areas aligned with Oman Vision 2040. It also
focuses on encouraging innovation, eco-friendly practices, and
strengthening resilience in engineering, to support Oman’s goals
for economic diversification, environmental preservation, and
knowledge-driven progress.

Engineering and Technology

About the Conference:

Under the patronage of Mr. Ashraf Hamad Al
Maamari — Chief Executive Officer of 0Q, the
College of Engineering and Technology, in
collaboration with the Research and Consulta-
tion Department, organized the conference
"Sustainable Development in Engineering and
Technology”. The conference brought together
researchers and industry experts from various
fields in Engineering to discuss the latest issues
in sustainable development, exchange ideas,
and share research insights in engineering and

technology.

AVC's speech:

Today we stand together united by our shared
vision of harnessing technology and innovation
to create a sustainable and inclusive future for
our planet and people. This conference is not
just an academic event, it is a platform for
brilliant minds to share ideas, tackle challenges
like climate change and find solutions for better

future.



Students’ Opinions:

Student Shurooq Hamad Al-Subhi — College of Engineering and
Technology:

“This conference was a great opportunity as an engineering student. |
learned about projects aimed at protecting the environment and
discovered the engineer’s role in various aspects of life. It showed me
how engineers have carried out impressive projects focused on
sustainable development.”

Student Sumaya Abdullah AL Qasmi - College of Engineering and
Technology:

“As one of the attendees and presenter, | think | have learned new
things about different smart technologies that give me ideas of how |
can see things in a different way. | can see that engineers help in solv-
ing different real-world problems. This gives me motivation for my
future and studies.”

L -Onsumption Forecast

Participants’ Opinions:

“This conference aligns with Oman Vision 2040
and the strategic plan of UTAS by emphasizing
innovation, scientific research, and sustainable
development. We received over 100 scientific
papers and hosted five keynote speakers in key
engineering fields to share insights.”

“Robotics and Artificial Intelligence systems
have a significant impact on sustainability. These
technologies have transformed the sustainability
landscape, making it stronger, more resilient,

and more beneficial.”

“The industry and academic institutions should
collaborate. Industry must get products done by
students and university should do such projects.
The students will be more employable in the
industry and industry can absorb them directly.
That will help them to get jobs easier and will
bring investments.”
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Achieements: University Stuents Win Competitions

Drone Photography Hackathon

UTAS-AlMussanah congratulates Jawaher Al-Jahwari and her team for winning 1st place as the best team at
the 3rd Drone Photography Hackathon organized by UTAS-Ibri. and for winning the Best Production.

The branch also congratulates Al Mulhim Al-Hinai and his team for achieving 3rd place in the competition and

for winning the Best Drone Controller.

Okaz Poet Competition
UTAS-AlMussanah congratulates Hasnaa Saif Al-Rashdi for wonning the Judges' Award in the Nabati (Popular)

Poetry category.




The Study Revealed Five factors of Al Adoption in Career

Guidance:

n Perceived Usefulness: Al helps with networking, data
analysis, and improving task efficiency, though some con-
cerns remain about misinformation and limited data.

B Perceived Ease of Use: Al tools are seen as convenient
and easy to use. Students are more comfortable using tools
like chatbots compared to staff.

h Attitude Toward Using: Students showed excitement

about using Al. Staff were more cautious and hesitant.

h Behavioral Intention to Use: Many users are motivated to

adopt Al due to fear of falling behind.
NActual System Use: Students actively use and explore Al

tools, while staff usage is still limited but gradually increas-

ing.

Integrating Al Iin

Career Guidance

Amani Al-Jabri - Lecturer at the Center for
Preparatory Studies

About the study:

The study explored the potential of Al in the
services of Career guidance centers at
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU) and the
University of Technology and Applied Scienc-
es (UTAS), analyzing the perceptions of
students and staff through the Technology
Acceptance Model (TAM).

This research proposes adding Threat of
Non-Adoption (TN) to the Technology Accep-
tance Model (TAM) as a key factor influencing

Al adoption.




