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Editorial Words: < D

At the University of Technology and Applied
Sciences, we believe that investing in
students is the cornerstone of building a
prosperous future driven by knowledge and
innovation. Guided by this vision, we
continue to foster a dynamic learning
environment that encourages creativity,
develops skills, and responds to the
evolving demands of the modern world
through advanced academic programs and
meaningful partnerships across various
sectors. We are committed to empowering
our students both academically and
professionally, nurturing their spirit of
initiative and innovation, and preparing
them to become competent national talents
capable of contributing to society and
supporting sustainable development. We
also strive to introduce impactful initiatives
that promote innovation and
entrepreneurship while creating broader
opportunities for learning, discovery, and
practical experience. The achievements
highlighted in this issue reflect the
collective efforts of our students, faculty,
and administrative staff. Together, we
continue to pursue excellence and
transform our vision into meaningful impact
that serves our nation and strengthens the
University’'s role in Oman’s development
journey.

Dr. Naser Hamood Al Haddabi

Head of Engineering and
Technology Department
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UTAS Al Musannah Envisions the Future Economy

In an era of rapid digital transformation, data has evolved from simple stored information into a strategic resource that
drives development, innovation, and decision-making. Reflecting this shift, the University of Technology and Applied
Sciences — Al Musannah Branch, through its Library, organized the forum “Open Data and the Future Economy” under
the theme “Knowledge — Innovation — Sustainability.” The event highlighted the growing importance of open data in

building a more efficient and sustainable future.

Held under the patronage of H.E. Dr. Said bin Hamad Al Rubai, Vice Chancellor of the University of Technology and
Applied Sciences, the forum brought together academics, researchers, experts, policymakers, and representatives
from public and private sectors. It created a platform for dialogue on the role of open data in supporting a

knowledge-based economy and strengthening research and innovation in Oman.

A key session titled “Open Data and its Importance in Decision-Making” examined how data can improve institutional
performance by transforming raw information into actionable insights. Participants also discussed challenges related
to data governance and accessibility, as well as opportunities offered by modern technologies in data analysis and

value extraction.

One of the major highlights was the launch of the “Afaq” platform for UTAS intellectual output at UTAS. The platform
enhances open access to academic research and preserves the university’'s scholarly production using advanced
digital systems. It is expected to expand the reach of research outputs, enhance the university's research presence, and

foster a culture of innovation and scholarly collaboration.

The forum also featured research papers on open data and open science, presenting global trends in data management
and its role in addressing development challenges. In addition, an accompanying exhibition showcased national
institutions involved in digital transformation and knowledge management, highlighting their contributions and
experiences in utilizing data to support development, improve services, and enhance institutional efficiency to

improving services and institutional performance.

Overall, the forum reflects UTAS Al Musannah’'s commitment to strengthening digital transformation and knowledge
production, reinforcing the idea that investing in data is an investment in the future of sustainable, knowledge-driven

economies.

When knowledge becomes accessible to

all, numbers turn into opportunities,
insights become decisions, and ideas

shape a more sustainable future.
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TEDx 2026: A Platform for Young Voices

Reflecting the UTAS — Al Musannah’'s commitment to
developing communication skills among school
students, the Continuing Education and Community
Service Team at the Preparatory Studies Centre
organized the first edition of TEDx: Young Voices of
Oman 2026, bringing together talented students from
schools across South Al Batinah Governorate.

The first stage featured sixteen Grade 11 students
representing four schools. Participants delivered
engaging speeches in an interactive atmosphere that
encouraged creativity and the exchange of ideas. The
round concluded with the selection of eight finalists
who advanced to the final stage.

The final round of the competition was hosted in the
presence of Dr. Bassam Tabsh, AVC of the Branch, and
Ms. Amani Al Jabri, Head of the Preparatory Studies
Centre. The eight finalists delivered inspiring
speeches on a variety of topics. Their performances
demonstrated advanced public speaking skills,
making the competition a rich learning experience.

The program concluded with the recognition of the
winners and the presentation of certificates and
commemorative gifts in appreciation of their
dedication and achievements. The University
emphasized the importance of developing
communication and leadership skills as essential

foundations for academic and professional success.

(0

It wasn’t a competition
over who speaks best,

but over who has the
courage to turn an idea
into an inspiring
message.

lg gL
HORIZONS
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Empowering Rural Women

Every local product and small project begins as an
idea that grows through determination and effort.
From this perspective, the “Empowering Rural
Women" exhibition, hosted by UTAS — Al Musannah in
collaboration with the Directorate General of
Agricultural, Fisheries and Water Resources in South
Al Batinah Governorate, served as a platform to
celebrate women’'s achievements and highlight
inspiring models.

The exhibition combined empowerment,
development, and the preservation of Omani identity
by showcasing entrepreneurial projects, local
products, and traditional crafts that reflect the
growing role of rural women in supporting the local
economy and promoting self-employment. It also
demonstrated women’s ability to use available
resources and knowledge to build sustainable
projects that contribute to community development
and improved quality of life.

Beyond displays, the event offered a comprehensive
experience through initiatives supporting rural
women, alongside heritage segments that reflected
the strong link between development and cultural
identity, blending authenticity with future aspirations.

Entrepreneurial corners and family production units
highlighted successful experiences and expanded
marketing opportunities for small projects,
reinforcing the message that empowerment starts
with belief, grows through opportunity, and creates
lasting impact.

Every successful project begins with

determination, and grows through

\ opportunity and support.
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Preparing Students for the Labor Market

The university student experience extends beyond academic learning to include preparation for
professional life and integration into the labor market. In line with this mission, the Training and Career
Guidance Centre at UTAS Al Musannah continues to implement initiatives aimed at equipping students

and graduates with the skills and experiences needed for career success.

The center provides a supportive environment focused on developing professional and personal
competencies, offering career counselling and guidance services, and building effective partnerships
with various institutions to expand training and employment opportunities. These initiatives help students

better understand evolving labor market requirements.

Among its key initiatives is the "Mock Interviews" program, which provided students with the opportunity
to simulate real job interview environments. Students interacted with specialists and professionals from
leading organizations across various sectors, gaining practical experience in communication,
self-presentation skills, and handling interview questions. The sessions also provided valuable

professional feedback to identify strengths and areas for improvement.

The center also conducted an intensive training program titled “Preparing University Students for Labor
Market Requirements” in collaboration with the Oman National Training Institute. The program aimed to
equip participants with the skills and knowledge needed to transition from academic life to professional
environments. It covered essential skills such as communication skills, teamwork, time management,
problem-solving, CV writing, and interview preparation, along with insights into labor market trends and

career pathways.

[}
Every successful career begins with moments of

learning, attempts of trial, and the belief that

growth is a continuous journey.
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Building Skills in “Summer South Al Batinah 2026"

During the summer break, certain spaces are transformed into opportunities for learning and discovering
potential. In this context, the “Summer South Al Batinah 2026: Creativity — Connection — Impact” program
was launched at the UTAS - Al Musannah. Organized by the Continuing Education and Community Service
Department in collaboration with the Office of the Governor of South Al Batinah and several partners, the
program offers a diverse educational and training experience that opens new horizons for learning and

development.

The program reflects the university’'s commitment to community service through initiatives that reach
various segments of society, providing a learning environment that combines knowledge and experience.
It targets school and university students, employees, job seekers, and different community groups in
South Al Batinah Governorate through more than 35 free workshops covering eight knowledge and
applied fields, including technology and artificial intelligence, English language, engineering, scientific

research, and Islamic studies.

The diversity of topics aligns with community needs, combining technical skills, academic knowledge, and
personal and professional competencies. This gives participants the opportunity to gain new experiences
and develop their skills. The program also allows participants to identify their interests and strengths.
This contributes to enhancing their educational and professional readiness and promotes a culture of

lifelong learning.

Beyond training, the program strengthens partnerships between the university and community
institutions through collaboration with government and private entities in delivering workshops and
activities, reflecting integrated efforts to serve the local community.

"

Some experiences end, but others leave a lasting

o~

-
impact—starting as learning and continuing as o i oy
: 9 . g L e

growth and discovery. UJJ : “ﬁ
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‘. Milestones & Achievements

UTAS — Al Musannah proudly celebrates the outstanding accomplishments of its students and
staff across various platforms and competitions. These achievements highlight the
university’'s commitment to excellence and impactful contributions to research and society.

Ms. Amani Saif Al Jabri

Head of the Preparatory Studies Centr

For being awarded the Service Award at the 39th World Conference of the World Association
of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) held in Cambodia, in recognition of her distinguished
contributions and service.

UTAS Football Team
For securing First Place in the Higher Education Institutions Football Championship 2026.

Infitix Student Company

For securing First Place in the Innovation Hackathon held at Al Khabourah Vocational
College.

Nasgh Student Company
For securing Second Place in the Innovation Hackathon held at Al Khabourah Vocational
College.

Abrar Al Zadjali
For securing Fifth Place in the Adobe National Graphic Design Championship, competing

@

among nearly 850 students from schools and universities across Oman.

Research Study

Optimized Neural Network for Radar-Based Human Activity Recognition

Main Researcher: B Bazeer Ahamed

This study presents an optimized Dual Stream Spectrum Deconvolution Neural Network (DSSDNN) for real-time human
activity recognition using low-cost FMCW radar technology. The proposed system processes Range-Doppler maps through
a dual-stream neural network deployed on an edge device, enabling efficient and accurate activity detection. Experimental
results demonstrated an overall accuracy of 98.2% with an inference time of 2.95 seconds across five human activities. For
safety-critical applications, the system was further evaluated in detecting falls versus non-fall activities, achieving 99.8%
accuracy and a 4% false-negative rate. The study also assessed the energy—accuracy trade-off of the edge computing
platform, reporting an energy precision ratio of 1.04. The findings highlight the potential of radar-based artificial

intelligence systems for real-time monitoring, safety applications, and smart environments.

To access the full paper, please scan:
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.. Event Highlights

Annual Staff Gathering U-—L.D_bg 0 || o i IO’ !
Academic Year 2025/2026 Staff Gathering ;

Smart Student School Visit

Al Musannah Branch

A workshop titled,

| Omani Labor Market

Engineering Graduation
Readiness

Projects Exhibition

| «';,1
| A workshop titled,
Effective Team

Leadership

A workshop titled,
Al & Cybersecurity

'
1 e
[y
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/I call upon the youth of Oman to unleash their ideas and imagination, drawing upon the
knowledge and skills they have acquired, and driven by their passion and enthusiasm to
take initiative and present their best visions aimed primarily at advancing their country. |
assure them that their ideas will receive due attention and appreciation, and will be

carefully studied, analyzed, and evaluated with complete impartiality and transparency.”

His Highness Sayyid Bilarab bin Haitham Al Said.

The launch of the Bilarab bin Haitham Award for Architectural Design.
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.. Creative Corner
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GreenGlobe 2.0: Smart Technology for Environmental Awareness

GreenGlobe 2.0 is an innovative technology project designed to monitor air quality and
promote environmental awareness by leveraging modern technologies and environmental

data to support sustainability and community well-being.

The project features a smart device capable of measuring fine particulate matter (PM1.0,
PM2.5, and PM10) and displaying real-time air quality indicators. This enables individuals and
organizations to better understand their surroundings and make informed decisions for more

sustainable environments.

The idea originated in 2024 during the NASA Space Apps Challenge as part of the Climate
Trackers team. It was developed in response to the growing need for technology-driven
solutions that support environmental monitoring and raise awareness of climate-related

challenges.

GreenGlobe 2.0 has participated in several innovation competitions. The project earned second
place in the Innovation and Entrepreneurship category of the Cultural Creativity Competition
organized by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth, and advanced to the second stage of

Qatar’s Youth Creativity Award in the Data Track.

GreenGlobe 2.0 represents a practical fusion of technology and environmental sustainability,

highlighting the ability of Omani youth to develop impactful solutions that address real-world

challenges and contribute to sustainable future.
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.. Media Spotlight
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UTAS-Al Musannah
launches summer
programme

UTAS forum highlights the role of
open data in knowledge economy
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The University of Technology and
Applied Sciences - Al Musannah has
launched the “Al Batinah South Summer
2026" programme under the theme
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UTAS Al Mussanah to host forum on open data and economy
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third edition of its Library Forum
on June 8 under the theme
“Open Data and the Future

Econoimy”.

The event will bring bogeiher
academics, researchers, axperts
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discuss the sgrowing rode of open
data in supporting economic
development, innovation and

tives of Oman Vision 2040,
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@ UTAS Rural Women's Empowerment Exhibition
https://on.soundcloud.com/0KL3LjVé6Ly7GDwF7ME

Dr. Monia Al Farsi, Deputy Assistant Vice Chancellor for Electronic Systems
and Student Services.

For Opinions
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