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Students Reaping Rewards of Creativity

Students from the College of Economics and Business Administration participated in the
(INNOVATIA 2024( competition, held at the UTAS-Ibra. The participating students won first
place in the "InovAl" competition and second place in the "HR Live Podcast” competition.

The Theater Group participated in the Seventh University Theater Festival at the UTAS
with the play " The Post-Last Bet “. The branch won two awards: the Best Actor for student
Ahmed Maktoub Al-Adawi, and the Best Director for student Khalid Salem Balfoura.
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Fostering Innovation and Engineering Skills

Supported by the Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry in the South Al Batinah
Governorate, the UTAS-A represented by the Engineering Department/Electrical
Engineering Section received the Vebko AMT-205 device. This cooperation between the
UTAS-A and the (OCCI) Branch in the Governorate of South Al Batinah is an important factor
in achieving shared educational and research goals, including enabling innovation and
development in electrical engineering.

This device has contributed to enhancing the learning and research environment within the
Engineering Department by
developing the academic and
professional skills of students and
faculty members, and by connecting
academic education with work sites. It
will allow the offering of practical
training programs for students,
graduates, and job seekers, preparing
them for the labor market.

The Vebko AMT-205 is a universal
device for examining all types of LB L4
transformers and protective devices,

such as power transformers, current transformers, voltage transformers, capacitors,
circuit breakers, cables, etc. The value of the device is approximately 13,260 Omani Rials.
It has many features and objectives, including:

e Conducting experiments for students to link the academic curriculum with work sites
through the latest technologies.

» Offering training courses in electrical protection for students, graduates, and job seekers.
* Contributing to passing the electrical protection license test in electricity sector
companies.
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Houria Al-Sagri, Shining in the Realm of Debates

Debating is considered an important tool for developing critical thinking and
communication skills by enhancing the participants’ abilities to use logic, express
themselves effectively, and persuade others. Based on this, the first debate tournament
of the UTAS was held at Ibri Branch, with the participation of 40 contestants, from May
5th to 7th. The tournament aims to promote a culture of dialogue and develop skills in
research, analysis, and public speaking.

A team from the Qabas Debating Society in UTAS-A participated in the tournament with
four debaters: Wa'am Al-Dahmani, Shajn Al-Alawi, Houria Al-Sugri, who won first place
as the best speaker in the tournament, and Retaj Al-Husani. Regarding her achievement,
Houria said that this came after hard work as well as the support provided by the team
supervisor, Mrs. Aisha Al-Barhi and the university administration. Houria added that
organizing such competitions is a significant step in promoting the culture of debate and
developing students’ critical thinking skills.

It is worth mentioning that Houria Al-Suqgri is a graduate of the Path Academy at the
QatarDebate Center and a member in the Programs Department and the Durba Academy
at the Oman Debate Center. She was awarded third place as the best speaker in the
schools category in 2021 and represented the Sultanate of Oman at the TEDxArabic
conference held in Qatar in 2023. She also won second place as the best speaker in the
National Debating Championship (2024) for Muscat Governorate and South Al Batinah
Governorate in the universities category.
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Research on Effects of Microsoft Teams Messaging App
on Students’ Writing Skills

In this research, Mr. Zafar Igbal and Mr. PM. Binu from the Preparatory Studies Center
investigated the impact of using Microsoft Teams private chat on students’ writing skills.
The study focused on twenty students enrolled in a Technical Writing course who actively
used the messaging app. Through qualitative analysis, the researchers examined the
students’ writing samples, particularly focusing on formality, grammar, word choice, and
context.
Findings revealed that while students used informal language features like abbreviations
and emoticons in chat interactions, they demonstrated a conscious effort to maintain
formal language standards in their emails and academic writing. This indicates their
awareness of appropriate language usage across different contexts. The study suggests
that extensive social interaction via messaging apps like Microsoft Teams can enhance
learners’ communication skills without negatively impacting their academic English
proficiency.
The research recommends the integration of social media apps into English language
courses to foster ESL learners’' communication skills. Additionally, it suggests future
studies to explore communication technology's role in language learning, develop
effective language learning strategies, and examine long-term effects of messaging app
uage proficiency. '
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(107) University Community Programs

Community service and continuing education is important in education and social
development by directing efforts towards achieving community development and providing
developmental opportunities for individuals. Dr. Khalifa Al-Hatmi, Head of the Community
Service and Continuing Education Department, explained that the department focuses on
paid and free programs offered to the community. These include training programs provided
by the university's academic and administrative staff and cooperation with other institutions
to implement their activities using university facilities.

The department coordinates with university departments to approve plans and provide
financial and logistical support. The department has targeted school students in
coordination with the General Directorate of Education in South Al Batinah Governorate, as
well as government entities such as the Housing Directorate in Rustag and Suwaigq, the
Agricultural Development Directorate in Rustaq, the Office of the Wali in Al Mussanah, and
the Omani Women's Association in Al Mussanah. It has also targeted low-income individuals
and job seekers.

Among these programs organized by the department are a course on the basics of
accounting, a winter program for gifted students, training workshops for teachers and
students in English, beach cleaning campaigns in Al Mussanah and tree planting activities.
The department strives to promote a culture of volunteer work as students from the
Engineering and Information Technology Departments offered workshops in their
specializations.

The department has contributed to enhancing the quality of programs by focusing on
feedback from these programs. It aims to provide high-quality programs, assess their
effectiveness and achieved objectives, and identify areas for improvement. Dr. Al-Hatmi
mentioned that the number and quality of these activities have more than doubled.
Currently, there are efforts to develop regulations and procedures for the department, in
addition to developing a policy at the university.
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