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Editorial Words:

At the University of Technology and Applied
Sciences, we continue our efforts to foster a
student-centered learning environment that
enhances students’ knowledge and skills, develops
their capabilities, prepares them effectively for
professional life, and promotes a spirit of initiative,
creativity, and responsibility.

In alignment with the University’'s commitment to
excellence, innovation, and a sustainable
knowledge-based future, we strive to keep pace
with rapid global transformations, particularly
artificial intelligence and digital transformation,
while strengthening the connection between
learning and practical application. This contributes
to preparing graduates who are capable of
contributing effectively to society and the nation.
We also continue to enhance teaching practices and
academic support, while encouraging impactful
initiatives and strategic partnerships that promote
institutional performance, quality, and continuous
improvement.

What we have achieved is the result of collaboration
among our students and staff, and our ambition is to
continue creating sustainable impact that reflects
belonging, and partnership, while advancing the
University's aspirations for a more innovative and
sustainable future.

Dr. Asim Thabit Almaamari

Deputy Assistant Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs
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Design:
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UTAS Al Musannah Prepares Students for
a Promising Academic Journey

The University of Technology and Applied Sciences — Al Musannah organized its Fall 2026/2027 Academic Orientation
Week from 6 to 13 September 2026, welcoming new students and introducing them to the university, its academic
programmes, services, and systems. The programme aimed to facilitate their transition into university life and
strengthen their academic readiness.

A total of 437 students were admitted, including 161 male and 276 female students, across the Colleges of Engineering
and Technology, Computing and Information Sciences, and Economics and Business Administration.

The programme opened with an orientation session at the university auditorium, featuring a speech by the Vice
Chancellor of UTAS, who congratulated the new students and wished them a successful university journey filled with
learning and achievement. The session highlighted the university’s commitment to contemporary applied education
driven by technology and aligned with labour market needs and entrepreneurship. It also included an introductory
video, a welcome address by Assistant Vice Chancellor, Dr. Bassam bin Khalil Tabsh, and sessions introducing the
general programme and English, mathematics, and computer courses.

Students were also introduced to electronic systems and student services, the Student Advisory Council,
entrepreneurship and student companies, as well as various e-services. The programme provided opportunities for
students to raise questions and complete photography procedures required for electronic services. The orientation
week continued with academic placement, admission, and exemption tests in English, mathematics, and computer
skills. It also featured the session “Do Not Be a Passerby, Be an Impact Maker,” which encouraged students to make the
most of their university years by developing their skills and creating a positive impact.

As part of the university’s support for postgraduate students, an orientation session for master’s students was held on
9 September 2026. It covered study programmes, academic plans, learning outcomes, academic regulations,
registration procedures, electronic services, learning resources, library services, and research databases. The session
also included a university introduction and a guided campus tour.

These programmes reflect the university’'s commitment to providing an integrated academic experience that builds
students’ confidence and ambition, preparing them for a future shaped by knowledge, continuous learning, innovation,
and responsibility.

An academic beginning shaped by
knowledge, readiness, and

ambition—opening new horizons for

learning, innovation, and lasting impact.
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Research and Innovation: New Horizons for
Collaboration

The UTAS - Al Musannah organized an introductory
session in collaboration with the Research and
Innovation Authority, aimed at familiarizing academic
staff, researchers, and students with Oman’s national
research and innovation ecosystem, as well as
available funding opportunities and capacity-building
programmes.

The session highlighted national research and
innovation priorities and their alignment with Oman
Vision 2040, emphasizing their role in supporting a
knowledge-based economy. It also introduced
institutional funding, innovation financing, and
mechanisms for supporting collaborative research
projects. In addition, participants learned about
available technical infrastructure, research
platforms, and programmes designed to develop
researchers’ skills.

The session strengthened communication between
the academic community and the Research and
Innovation Authority, while expanding participants’
awareness of available research opportunities.
Discussions explored promoting scientific publishing,
organizing specialized workshops on research
proposal writing, and establishing multidisciplinary
research teams aligned with the Authority’'s
programmes and priorities.

The session reflects the university’'s efforts to
strengthen research collaboration, support
innovation, and develop researchers’ capabilities,
contributing to a dynamic academic environment that
fosters knowledge creation and applies research to
national development. “

Towards an innovative
research environment
that strengthens
collaboration between
the university and the
research and innovation
ecosystem.
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Student Activities: Discover Your Passion

The Student Activities Section organized Student
Activities Day to introduce students to the various
student clubs and groups, highlighting their
objectives, achievements, and opportunities for
membership and participation. The event witnessed
broad participation from student who had the
opportunity to interact directly with club members
and explore the different areas of participation
available to them.

The event aimed to strengthen student engagement
in university life and encourage them to make
meaningful use of their time through activities that
contribute to their personal, academic, and social
development. It also supports the identification and
nurturing of talents and the promotion of teamwork,
belonging, and citizenship.

The Section expressed its appreciation for the active
engagement throughout the event, noting that
students’ interest in exploring the different clubs
reflects the importance of providing diverse
opportunities for learning, experimentation, and skills
development beyond the academic setting.

Students also highlighted the value of the event
saying: “l discovered several clubs and activities that
match my interests, and | am now more interested in
getting involved and making use of these
opportunities throughout the academic year.”

The event reflects the University’'s commitment to
creating a well-rounded student experience in which
students play an active role in campus life and have
opportunities to develop their skills and potentials.

Opportunities that inspire students
to discover their talents, develop
their skills, and make an impact on
campus
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Cybersecurity: Building Skills Through Practice

The Department of Computing and Information Sciences organized the first edition of Cybersecurity Week,
an initiative aimed at raising students’ awareness of cybersecurity concepts and practices while
developing their technical and practical skills through specialized workshops, hands-on challenges, and
an internal student competition.

The workshops covered a range of contemporary cybersecurity topics, including Security Operations
Centres, Artificial Intelligence Security, Malware Development and Analysis, and Penetration Testing,
alongside practical challenges that enabled students to apply their academic knowledge in hands-on
settings.

The programme also benefited from the expertise of companies and organizations working in
cybersecurity, with specialists and professionals invited to deliver focused workshops and share their
industry experience with students. This contributed to broadening students’ understanding of current
practices and professional requirements in the field.

The week also featured an internal competition designed to strengthen students’ practical skills, identify
promising talents, and prepare them for participation in future cybersecurity competitions and
challenges at local, regional, and international levels.

The event provided students with opportunities to learn from cybersecurity professionals and engage
with practical applications. One student commented: “The event gave us an opportunity to benefit from
specialists’ expertise in different areas of cybersecurity. The workshops and practical challenges also
helped us develop our skills and gain a better understanding of the practical aspects of the field.”

As the first edition of Cybersecurity Week, the initiative marks a step towards creating a student
environment that encourages learning, innovation, and competition in cybersecurity, with plans to develop

its themes and content as an annual initiative.

-
From knowledge to practice, an experience that

strengthens students’ skills and prepares them

for future challenges.
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Translation: Building Bridges Through Language

The UTAS - Al Musannah, represented by the Continuing Education and Community Service Department,
in collaboration with the College of Education in Al Rustag and the Omani Writers and Authors Society,
marked International Translation Day with a cultural evening titled “From Words to People.” Held at the
Omani Writers and Authors Society, the event brought together academics, specialists, and those
interested in language and translation.

Held under this year’s international theme, “Linguistic Diversity and Language Rights: The Power of Being
Understood,” the evening highlighted the role of translation in fostering communication and mutual
understanding, transferring knowledge and information, and making services accessible to diverse
segments of society. It also explored the evolving translation landscape and the opportunities and
challenges created by technological developments and artificial intelligence.

The programme featured a panel discussion bringing together four translators and academics from
diverse fields: Dr. Musallam Al Maeni, translator Ahmed Al Maaini, Dr. Saad Al Samarrai, and translator
Abdullah Al Ajmi. The discussion covered four key areas: academic and research translation, literary
translation, scientific translation, and interpreting. It also addressed translation education and
professional requirements, literary publishing pathways, the importance of scientific terminology
accuracy, the impact of artificial intelligence on translation, and training and career opportunities in
interpreting.

The event also featured an interactive linguistic wall titled “In All Our Languages,” where participants
shared words and proverbs from their languages and dialects. The initiative reflected the richness of
linguistic and cultural diversity and highlighted language as a means of communication, connection, and
mutual understanding.

Dr. Bassam bin Khalil Tabsh, Assistant Vice Chancellor of the University, emphasised the significance of
translation, stating, “Understanding is a right for every human being, and translation is the tool that
makes this right possible.” He highlighted its role in transferring knowledge, supporting scientific
advancement, promoting language learning, and empowering young people with linguistic skills.

Areej Al Jamaei, Acting Head of the Continuing Education and Community Service Department, noted that
the title of the evening reflects the essence of translation as a means of delivering meaning to people.
Translator Ahmed Al Maaini also noted that International Translation Day provides an opportunity to
highlight a profession that plays an important role in conveying meaning and knowledge.

The event demonstrated the value of collaboration between academic and cultural institutions in
enriching the linguistic landscape, introducing translation career pathways, and opening new avenues for
cooperation in language and knowledge.

hrough translation, we build bridges of
understanding and create pathways that make
knowledge accessible to all.
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Q. Milestones & Achievements

The UTAS - Al Mussanah proudly celebrates the outstanding achievements of its students and
staff across various fields.

4 5
Ahmed Hassan Sulaiman Al Maaini,
Lecturer at the Preparatory Studies Centre

on the publication of his new translation of the book “Solidarity with
----- @ Palestine.”

The book explores the transformation of the Palestinian cause from
a marginal issue in American political discourse into a focal point of
growing confrontation with colonial and racist narratives.

This achievement contributes to enriching Arabic content and
strengthening its presence across the fields of research, translation,
and authorship.
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Nasgh Student Company:
Hamdan Saif Al Ghafri
Alaa Hamoud Al Falaiti
Shaikha Sulaiman Al Salhi
Abeer Adel Al Kharousi
Buthaina Saleh Al Hinai
AND to, Ms. Badriya Al Saeedi, from CEBA
on joining the Business Accelerator at the Industrial Innovation
Academy.
The milestone marks an important step in supporting efforts to
develop smart and sustainable solutions for the agricultural sector.
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e Ll Review of Thorium Toxicity and Phytoremediation: Thorium Uptake by Woody Plants

Main Researcher: P. K. Manigandan

This review examines the environmental risks of thorium, a highly radioactive and hazardous element, with particular focus
on its impact on soil and plants and the ability of woody plants to absorb and tolerate it. The study explores thorium'’s
bioavailability and mobility in soil, its uptake through plant roots, and its distribution within different parts of woody plants.
The review indicates that elevated levels of thorium can adversely affect seed germination, plant growth, photosynthesis,
and nutrient uptake The study also highlights several mechanisms used by woody plants to mitigate thorium toxicity,
including the production of phytochelatins, the sequestration of thorium in specific cellular compartments, and the
activation of antioxidant enzymes.

The findings point to the potential of selected native woody plant species as phytoremediation agents for
thorium-contaminated soils. Such plant-based approaches could contribute to developing sustainable environmental
solutions for reducing the impact of radioactive contamination.

To access the full paper, please scan:
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Q. Event Highlights

Al Workshop:
A training workshop exploring the
role of Al in promoting wellbeing,
mental health, healthy habits, and
quality of life, with a focus on safe
and responsible use.

Student Advisory Council
Nomination Follow-up Committee:
A meeting to discuss preparations
for nominations for the 12th term

of the Student Advisory Council
for AY 2026/2027.

Drones Workshop:

A hands-on workshop introducing robotics and
drones, covering assembly, control, flight, - o
navigation, and safety procedures.

s Student Advisory Council Appreciation:
“w  The conclusion of the 11th term of the
Student Advisory Council, recognizing
members for their contributions to
student service and participation.

Postgraduate Students’ Orientation —
MSc in Customs and Taxation: o
An introductory session covering the programme,
registration procedures, electronic services, and .
research resources ahead of the new semester.

-

“Giving attention to the education sector at all its levels and providing a supportive and
stimulating environment for scientific research and innovation will be among our national
priorities. We will ensure the development of knowledge and skills and align them with the
requirements of the labour market, enabling our children to contribute effectively to
building the Oman of today and the future.”

— His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, May Allah Protect and Preserve Him
The Royal Speech — 23 February 2020
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Q' Innovation & Entrepreneurship

Youth Radio, through “Nabd Al Ibtikar”, hosted Youth Radio hosted members of Step Volt, a
members of the student companies (Blue Root student company specializing in solutions to
and Infitex ) to discuss their innovative projects. reduce electricity bills in government and
Blue Root presented its smart aquaponics private establishments, supporting the
system, which combines fish farming and transition  towards  net-zero  carbon
hydroponic cultivation in a sustainable solution emissions. The discussion highlighted two
designed for homes and small spaces. Infitex innovative projects: Eco-Bump, a smart
introduced its innovative electric vehicle speed bump that generates electricity as
charging cables, which utilise advanced vehicles pass over it using contactless
technologies and materials to provide more electromagnetic induction technology, and
sustainable solutions to challenges in the Eco-Walk, smart paving tiles designed for
electric vehicle charging sector. high-traffic pedestrian areas, that generate
silent and interactive energy through foot
pressure.

> o

The Postgraduate Studies, Research and Innovation Sector organized a session on “Midad: From Idea to
Market”, with the participation of student companies at Al Musannah Branch and the College of Education in
Rustaq, alongside the initiative's strategic partner, Brinc. The session introduced the initiative, its stages, and its
role in supporting students in developing entrepreneurial ideas. It also featured an engaging discussion that
familiarized students with participation opportunities and the benefits of the programme. Implementation is
scheduled to begin in October and continue throughout the academic year, supporting the University’'s efforts to
promote innovation and entrepreneurship.




