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The 3™ International online Symposium, entitled ‘Teaching, Learning and Agency in the Age of
AT, under the auspices of UTAS, Ibri was held on Thursday, 23™ April 2026 in UTAS Ibri. There
was significant representation from a broad spectrum of academics. It was chaired by Dr. Sultan
al Ghafri whereas Dr. Ali Al Issa and Dr. Plamen Kushkiev served as key note speakers.



In the second session from 11:50 t0 1:30 PM, Mr. Tatha Rao and Mr. Jabez Syam delivered a
thoughtful presentation about the strategies (both Al-assisted and conventional) that keep the
whole class actively occupied while a teacher provides individual feedback to a student during
writing conferences.

Another presenter, Ms. Cara Byleveldt put forward a pragmatic context-based inquiry framework
to help students critically examine Al-generated content by examining its source, context,
evidence, and purpose, using Al as an opportunity to build profound critical thinking skills.

It was followed by Ms. Adeeba Al Sawafi’s illustration of the use of Gamma Al as an Al-powered
platform that assists English teachers create personalized, interactive lessons with instant feedback
and practical classroom integration to positively impact student learning outcomes.

The next presentation by Dr. Zahra Zargaran highlighted the use of an Empathic Feedback
Protocol—focusing on seeing, understanding, and caring—to develop students’ writing quality,
self-efficacy, and responsiveness to feedback in comparison to conventional rubric-based methods.

The next in line was Mr. Joy Arulappan who exhibited that an Al-supported reading intervention
substantially augments Arabic-speaking EFL students’ reading literacy—across fluency,
comprehension, and critical skills—contrasted with conventional instruction.

The thrust of the argument was propelled forward by Dr. Fayyaz Malik who promoted the concept
of “pedagogical sovereignty,” providing educators with human-centered, process-focused
strategies to balance Al use while stimulating student initiative, profound learning, and future-
ready skills.

The argument continued with Mr. A.S.M. Shamim Miah’s advocacy for a human-centered
approach to Al in education, emphasizing scaffolding tools that extend support to writing and
critical thinking while preserving students’ agency as active knowledge creators.

Later, Dr. Kother Talib presented a workshop based on a needs-driven blended learning model for
foundation-year L2 writing students, focusing on raising self-regulation and emotional
engagement through practical, student-centered strategies and reflective practice.

Another distinguished speaker, Dr Neslihan Bilikozen presented a hybrid peer-review model
integrating human and Al feedback that augments writing revision, with students valuing human
insight for depth and Al for speed and accuracy.

It was followed by Dr. Hanadi Mirza who showcased effective strategies for language teachers in
terms of using Al tools to enhance students’ language skills, engagement, and autonomy while
negotiating classroom challenges and ethical considerations.

The next speakers to explain their views were Mr.Mahdi Rouhiathar & Alcindo Medeiros who
suggested that Al can improve consistency and efficiency in assessing reflective writing. However,



it cannot replace human judgment, thus advocating a balanced co-marking approach that retains
teacher prowess.

The argument was carried forward by Dr. Fariba Pidani who presented a fuzzy logic—based ethical
decision-making framework that negotiates human-centered uncertainty by incorporating
stakeholder values to transparently investigate and prioritize sustainable development actions.

Another significant personage in the form of Mr. Mahmoud Dahroug promoted the concept of a
shift from time management to energy management by invoking the concept presented by Jim
Loehr and Tony Schwartz. It emphasized teaching practical strategies to optimize physical,
emotional, mental, and spiritual energy for sustained performance and well-being.

The conference concluded with a promising note in which all the presenters and organizers were
appreciated for their efforts.
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